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melting points and references, which have appeared in the
literature during the period 1919 to 1950. This part of the
project may or may not be valuable enough to justify the
effort and space devoted to it. It is difficult to think of a
situation in which it could substitute for the original litera-
ture. Perhaps a survey which would provide more infor~
mation about fewer compounds would be more useful.

The insistence of authorities on nomenclature, to which
Dr. Hofmann has acceded, on the clumsy 4 (or 5) 5 (or 4)
tvpe of nomenclature for N-unsubstituted imidazoles,
strikes this reviewer as somewhat irrational, and inconsistent
in view of the vast numbers of other structures to which
;i_r(xil’i)lar alternative names could be applied. (Heaven for-

id!

The volume as a whole is well printed and amply illus-
trated with structural formulas. It is written with clarity
and conciseness. It stands high in a series for which a com-
mendably high standard has been set.
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These books are parts of the German publications of the
FIAT Review of German Science for 1939-1946 and hence
the syntheses reported are limited to work in Germany dur-
ing these years. Since the titles do not indicate the actual
contents, a summary of the subjects covered is of interest.

Part II of Vol. 37 has an excellent discussion of the in-
vestigations on organolithium, -sodium, -potassium, ~mag-
nesium and -zinc compounds written by G. Wittig and W.
Theilacker. Brief chapters on organic dyes (S. Petersen
and P. Tust), sugars and their derivatives (O. Th. Schmidt),
the strychnos alkaloids (R. Huisgen) and syntheses under
physiological conditions (C. Schépf) are included. A very
good summary of investigations on autoxidation describing
the formation and reactions of alkyl hydroperoxides and
peroxides is given by G. O. Schenck. K. Alder also has an
extensive report on diene syntheses. Chapters on organic
chromatography (G. Herse) and automatic micro-analytical
technique (W. Zimmermann) conclude this part.

The second publication (Vol. 38, Part 1II) is devoted
entirely to work on natural and synthetic polymers carried
out in Germany. The chemistry of cellulose is written by
H. Staudinger. G. Jayme has contributed a very thorough
discussion of the various analyses of woody cellular tissues
with particular reference to their examination and use for
producing paper pulp.

The polymerization of vinyl compounds by peroxides and
oxidation-reduction methods is discussed by W. Kern and
is followed by a chapter on emulsion polymerization of buta-
diene (E. Konrad and W. Becker). The chemistry of co-
polymers and condensation polymers is reviewed by H.
Hopff and H. Spinig and polyurethans are summarized by
O. Bayer.

Although these reports are limited to the work in Germany
during 1939-1948, they are well written and contain useful
information on each of the above topics.
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